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HH BVPS: Okay, the Canakya Niti, then we have, okay... 

 

READING FROM NITI 73): EXCESSIVE INDULGENCE IN HUNTING KEEPS THE KING AWAY FROM DUTY 

AND DESTROYS THE WEALTH. 

 

HH BVPS: Right, so here is that we also see is this, there is control, the kings go hunting, 

but excessive then is not... Because then he'll spend too much time away and also when 

they go hunting, they don't generally go on their own, their whole army goes, this that, so 

time is wasted and then men are wasted, that expense is wasted and then... That time that 

he could be seeing that things are going nicely in the kingdom will be taken away from. 

So, here we see is that control and that, so gambling has been controlled here, then 

excess in hunting has been controlled. Then 

 

READING FROM NITI 74): TO WORK IN ORDER TO ACCUMULATE WEALTH FOR SAFE AND GOOD LIVING 

IS NOT INCLUDED IN ADDICTION. 

 
HH BVPS: If you are addicted to something, you don't think about what's going to be safe 

and good. You think about the addiction. So therefore one has to be very careful, the king 

has to be very careful of becoming too addicted to anything. So this is the... The concept 

that "Oh, the kshatriyas, they have this free license for..." No, it's not there. Just like the 

grihastha, it's said "Oh, he has free license," no, he has license for intimate relations with 

his own wife, he doesn't have license for relationship with other ladies. It just doesn't work. 

So we have to be very careful it's not too simplistic, like that. So they have these facilities, 

but they still have to be self-controlled, that's the thing. He has to be controlled himself, 

the brahmanas have this, they have to be controlled. But we see the general populace is 

controlled. The authority controls them, otherwise they won't control themselves.  

 

READING FROM NITI 75): EXCESSIVE INDULGENCE IN SEX RESULTS IN NON-FUNCTIONING. 
 

HH BVPS: Because that will be the most distracting, because if then that kind of interaction, 

then the man feels very supported, right, dhanam, janam, sundarim. So in the... In other 

words, somebody may be in control of the world and that will have some kind of taste, 

but there'll be more taste in a woman telling you that you are the best. Does this make 

sense? Because the other is like an official thing, the other, the emotional and all that. So 

then it results in non-functioning because you already figure everything is perfect. So if 

everything is perfect, there is no need to do anything. Does that make sense? So that's 

the effect, so one has to be very careful about that.  

 So we see here is that gambling, excessive hunting, excessive addiction, because 

that addiction can also mean to wine and this, whatever it may be, but also here. And then 

the illicit sex, so we see in 72 through 75 it's dealing with the control of the 4 regulative 

principles. So here is another example that these four regulative principles aren't something 

that Prabhupada made up, or Bhaktisiddhanta made up. These are just, these are eternal 

principles and Manu talks about them as well, more detail. This is giving one line, Manu 
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will have many, many verses on each one. So just in case you come across that 

"Prabhupada made this up." No, it's right there in the shastra. 

 

READING FROM NITI 76): RUDE WORDS BURN MORE THAN FIRE 
 

HH BVPS: Because the fire will burn you once, but the rude words can last for a long time, 

even a lifetime. You have many adults, what was said to them when they are children still 

bothers them as adults, so one has to be very careful. As we said, the brahmachari is 

practiced at not being rude, not saying words that are harsh. 

 

READING FROM NITI 77): A JUDGE BECOMES THE ENEMY OF ALL WHEN HE DELIVERS THE JUDGMENT 

UNDER PREJUDICE OR ENMITY. 
 

HH BVPS: So a judge is supposed to establish justice, what is correct according to the law. 

So if he is not following the law, or he follows the law, but he does it with prejudice, or 

enmity, then he is actually against, because Prabhupada mentions this that epidemics 

come out of the courts. If the courts are run properly, then the people are happy. But if 

they are not, then the court itself being run improperly pollutes the ether and that allows 

then all these very large-spread diseases to happen. 

 

READING FROM NITI 78): THE KING WHO FEELS SATISFIED WITH LITTLE WEALTH IS RELINQUISHED 

BY GODDESS LAKSHMI. 
 

HH BVPS: So, in other words, the king thinks "Oh, we just need a little bit, that's all," then 

Lakshmi will go away. Because the point is is, he is supposed to create facility for his 

dependents and try to increase and see that everything is always getting better. Because 

opulence means, it expands, "stri" means "to expand." So the point is is, because if you 

are saying what you have is less, I mean, is okay, then the problem is you stop working 

for it. So it's mentioning here "a king." It's not saying "an individual" or "a brahmana", like 

this, so we should see the distinction here. The king, as a functioning as a king, he must 

gain facility to increase the kingdom, because the kingdom will increase. If he has subjects, 

they will have children, it's increased, so you are going to need more facilities, more shops, 

more roads, more everything, so he has to constantly be seeing that the empire is 

expanding. That doesn't mean taking over the next, it means increasing the quality of 

what's there, like that. As we discussed, he only expands if there is a problem that the 

neighboring kingdom is giving problem that he is unable to protect his own citizens, then 

he may take over the next kingdom, so that his citizens will be safe. But otherwise, they 

are satisfied with what they have, but it doesn't mean that they are not working, because 

work will produce facility. 

 Prabhu: So temples should always expand? 

 

HH BVPS: Isn't that what Prabhupada said? “That every temple president work according 

to his capacity to improve the Krishna consciousness of the center. In this way let the 

society's work go on and everyone increase their service at their own creative rate." So 

it's not saying how fast, it just says one has to be working to increase, to develop. Does 

that make sense? 

 Prabhu: It can be just quality? 
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HH BVPS: Why not? But quality requires facility, no? Doesn't it? See, here also is that one 

can... These are written in such a way that you can take them... In other words, the 

minimum you can take this is on artha, on prana-maya, and wealth here means "cash, 

goods," like that. But you can also see is, wealth will also mean austerity, because, you 

know like the wealth of the brahmanas is austerity and austerity means performance of 

prescribed duties. You can also take wealth to mean knowledge, or to mean influence. 

Kshatriyas have influence, brahmanas have knowledge. You can also take it, the wealth will 

mean devotional service. So and if one is not working at one's prescribed duties, there will 

be no increase in wealth, whatever that wealth may be. Does that make sense? So, 

whatever is required, if more money is required, that's endeavored for, if more influence 

is required, that's endeavored for, or more knowledge or more devotion, those are what 

are endeavored for. Because if you don't endeavor for them, then the Goddess of Fortune 

will go away. Because if there is no endeavor, what happens if a man is lazy? The wife goes 

away. Do you understand? The point is is that if there is no endeavor, there is no 

relationship. So unless a king is making endeavor... He himself may be careful about what 

he has personally, he may not be interested to increase his own personal facility, but it 

doesn't mean he is not interested in increasing the facility of his responsibility. Does that 

make sense? Yes? No? Yeah, okay. 

 

READING FROM NITI 82): IN THE ABSENCE OF A STRONG SYSTEM OF JUDGEMENT, THE KING FALLS 

IN THE GRIP OF WEAK AND SELFISH MINISTERS AND SYCOPHANTS. 

 

HH BVPS: Okay, so if he doesn't have a strong system of judgment, means he himself is 

taking care of it personally, or he has very qualified, as we will read in Manu, qualified 

judges, then there'll be a problem.  

 Prabhu: Maharaja, you skipped a few...  

HH BVPS: I skipped a few? Oh, yeah, okay, okay, 

 

READING FROM NITI 79): THE DEGREE OF THE SUCCESS OF AN ENEMY DEPENDS ON ONE'S OWN 

POWER TO PUNISH.  
 

HH BVPS: So in other words, if you have the power to correct the situation, means, if you 

have strong ability to correct improper situation, then enemies have very minimal power. 

If you have very little power to correct an improper situation, that gives them more power. 

That gives them more power. 

 

READING FROM NITI 80): HE SAVES HIS COUNTRYMEN WHO KEEPS A POWER TO PUNISH.  
 

HH BVPS: In other words, a king can never give up the power to punish, this thing that "You 

don't punish," but the point is, punishment must be righteous. I guess... Today is what, 

Wednesday?  Yeah, so tomorrow we may skip to... because we only have basically three 

days of solid classes, so we may skip to the 6th chapter, no, 7th chapter in Manu, because 

that will deal with moral, what's going on here. Otherwise, with the speed we are going 

through here, means, we could be on this brahmachari ashrama and grihastha ashrama 

before we ever get to it for another couple of weeks, so... Yes? 

 Prabhu: What is generally the power of punishment for the temple president? 

 

HH BVPS: Power to punish means to correct. In other words, he is the authority and 
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somebody is behaving improperly, and he steps in and corrects that situation. So to the 

degree that he has that power, then to that degree he will be strong in his position. If he 

depends upon others to do it for him, he will be weak, they'll be the strong ones. So that 

means, if anything comes up that is political, they will be in a stronger position than the 

temple president. So the temple president should do ideally this work himself, or there has 

to be very trusted people. But it's not... In other words, if the president can do it, but it 

can be done by someone else, that's okay. But if he can't do it and he depends upon 

others to do it, then he is, in the long run will have a problem, he won't be qualified 

actually. But punishment means, it's just, doesn't mean that you can throw people out or 

restrict people and all that, it means, it's according to the law. Means, if the punishment 

is exact for the person who has done something wrong, then it's good and everyone will 

get benefit. But if it's not correct for the person, then all those who... The person who is 

punished won't have any problem, but all those people who did the punishment, they will 

be destroyed, like that. And here when we say "destroyed," if you are dealing with the 

karmi environment, they will actually be destroyed, but with the devotees then you have 

the element that Krishna is there, so there will be some protection of that, but it doesn't 

mean your devotional life and all your things around you don't get turned upside down 

for a while. Does that make sense? 

 "He saves his countrymen," so in other words, if he doesn't punish, they don't 

behave properly. For many... See, your brahmanas generally will behave properly whether 

anybody is watching or not. Others will do things right because they know they'll get in 

trouble. So if someone does something wrong and they are punished, then everybody else 

will stand in line, so you will protect everybody. In other words, the kingdom is protected 

because you see that everybody is behaving properly. But this modern thing, “Oh, you 

don't wanna say anything, you don't wanna upset anyone," you actually destroy your whole 

kingdom that way. Your whole temple, everything will go down, because there is no 

punishment, and punishment is actually what keeps most people in line anyway. 

 Prabhu: Maharaja, in this small temple, do we need to have some system of 

punishment or sanctioning, or should things be more run in the spirit of friendship? 

 

HH BVPS: So there is only those two options? Either it's Machiavellian, or it's the Age of 

Aquarius? These are your options? 

 Prabhu: If you can remind us what is the best option... 

 

HH BVPS: Okay, the point is is that you always wanna keep things as simple as possible, 

so whatever is required. But the point is if somebody does something wrong, there should 

be some way of correcting that. Punishment can simply mean that you are correcting them, 

telling them this is wrong and this shouldn't be done. Because even the chastisement is... 

This punishment can also be used as chastisement, it's another parallel word. So in other 

words, someone does something wrong, there should be some system that no one is afraid 

not to tell them. Because if you don't tell them, they'll continue doing wrong, it's bad for 

them, it will be bad for others. So if they are corrected, then it will be good for everybody. 

You know what I am saying? So the modern thing, no one wants to tell anybody something, 

so you create a machinery that it will do by some little, it's written on a piece of paper, 

and that's how you get it. Does that make sense? So in other words, they don't actually 

have the... In one sense, they have the power to chastise and in another sense they don't, 

so that's why it's weak. That's why committees trying to... See, if it's you have a group of 

leaders who are managing, they come together, make a decision for the overall benefit of 
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everybody, then they go back and implement it in their own area, that's strong. And if 

somebody doesn't do then the others then will say, "You can't do like this," and they'll 

create some problem for him to bring him into line, then that has some power. But if it's 

simply just you write on a piece of paper that you have this resolution and that's why 

things are going on, then who has the power? Because you'll be told by some secretary, 

or... You know what I am saying? It's not coming directly from the people in power, but it 

comes from them, that they are taking the... In other words, no one wants to take 

responsibility. Like it comes up and you say, "Well, how can you go to one member of the 

committee?" You say, "Why is this here?" And then, what are the answers you'll get? "Well, 

I didn't vote for it," or "I meant something like that, I tried to say it should be this way, 

that way," or "I don't know, I don't know what was that, that was at that meeting." You know 

what I am saying? It's rare you'll come to a committee member and he says, "No, it's like 

this because this is the way it should be." Most likely because if that happens, because 

that's the person who actually pushed it through, and everybody else just went along. 

Right? Does that make sense? So who has the power? You know what I am saying? Who 

has the power? Because it's only you can work within the political circle, you can get things 

done, but there is no actual power, because there is no responsibility. The person who is 

willing to take the responsibility, he has the power. Does that make sense? 

 So that's the thing, you'll see is even in the political circle, if you think about it, 

those persons who you feel are powerful in the system, those are the ones that are willing 

to take responsibility. The others may be political, but the ones that you worry about are 

the ones that actually take responsibility. Does that make sense? Yes? No? Yeah, like that. 

Because from each area there is one or two, here or there. They are the ones... Because 

they are willing... What they say they are willing to stand by that. The other ones that is 

by that which way the wind is blowing, there is no power. They only have power because 

they are part of that, but so easily you could displace them from it. So Vedas means, 

what's real power. 

Prabhu: Brahmanas should not punish? 

 

HH BVPS: Brahmanas should not punish, means...? What do you mean by "should not"? 

 Prabhu: They should not exercise this power of punishment?  

 

HH BVPS: They should not exercise the power of punishment, what do you mean by 

"exercise the power of punishment"? 

 Prabhu: If they see something is wrong, they go to a manager or kshatriya and ask 

them to do the thing, to correct, not correct on their own, because they don't have power, 

no? 

 

HH BVPS: Brahmanas have the most power. See, this is why the GBC... It's this mentality 

is why the GBC doesn't want to be brahmanas. The brahmanas are the most powerful. 

Kshatriyas are small-time compared to brahmanas. You had how many thousands of 

kshatriyas? And there was one brahmana, and he killed them all for 21 generations. 

Agastya, he is this big, he swallowed the ocean. You know what I am saying? So, Manu 

makes that very clear is that brahmanas are way more powerful than the kshatriyas, but 

they are not interested in applying that power in an administrative way, while kshatriyas 

are willing to. So that's why there is that natural dynamic between brahmanas and 

kshatriyas, because the kshatriyas have the knowledge of the brahmanas and are willing 

to exercise it in an administrative capacity, while the brahmanas aren't. So the brahmanas 
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have the knowledge, but it has to be done, so brahmanas teach, kshatriyas do. But what 

brahmanas are teaching is what should be done. And what kshatriyas are doing is what 

is being taught. So those two are very close. Then there is a big gap, then there is vaishyas 

and shudras. We try to take it that, brahmana, kshatriya, vaishya, and then there is big gap, 

shudras. No, it's brahmana, kshatriya, then a gap, then vaishya, shudra. Do you 

understand? Because a kshatriya will work according to a philosophy, while a vaishya will 

work what makes money. But vaishya is part of the dvijas, because they have the same 

training, and their money is what funds the society. All the knowledge in society comes 

from the brahmanas, all administration and protection comes from the kshatriyas, all 

money comes from the vaishyas and all service comes from the shudras. You know what 

I am saying? So this is where your problem comes, is they think, "Well, we have this, so 

we are the most important," right? So then all your business community, then they'll do 

something funny, and try to exercise their power. And then the shudra community say, 

"Well, we are the workers, we don't come to work, you don't..." It's just like, they just had 

a strike in Bombay, or it was all India, I think, two days ago or something like that. So in 

Bombay, when they have a strike, Bombay alone loses 5,000 crores of rupees in one day. 

A crore is 10 million, so 5,000 times 10 million. That's how much Bombay loses in one day, 

if they have a strike. So then they do that. And then the kshatriyas decide this, so then 

they just send out the army and then they catch everybody. You know what I am saying? 

So each one thinks... But the point is, each one is focused because that's what they are 

best at. So then that is supposed to be part of the whole community. So the shudras work 

for brahmanas, kshatriyas and vaishyas. Vaishyas take care of their shudras, they give tax 

to the kshatriyas, they give charity to the brahmanas. The kshatriyas provide protection for 

the brahmanas, shudras and vaishyas. And the brahmanas give knowledge for all three. So 

everyone has something to offer. Okay? 

 

READING FROM NITI 81): THE POWER TO PUNISH ADDS TO THE WEALTH.  

 

HH BVPS: Because if things are going irreligiously there won't be money. If things are going 

religiously, there will be money, so there must be correction. See, what is here, you are 

dealing with artha-shastra, means that all these points are based on dharma, dharma all 

has its origin, but it's not being explained as dharma, it's being explained as artha here. 

So that means, it's going to come down to what is your profit and loss, gain and that, 

power, whatever it is that you are interested in. "You won't gain knowledge unless you do 

this," "You won't gain power or money or position," anything. In other words, it's practical 

how you see it. But all these points, these can all be backed up in the dharma-shastra. 

They all have... In other words, it ultimately goes back to if you are not religious, things 

won't go right, that's the point. 

 

READING FROM NITI 82): IN THE ABSENCE OF A STRONG SYSTEM OF JUDGEMENT, THE KING FALLS 

IN THE GRIP OF WEAK AND SELFISH MINISTERS AND SYCOPHANTS. 
 

HH BVPS: Sycophant is someone who... Sycophant would be what you call "yes-man." You 

know, they are just there saying, "Oh, you are doing great! Yes!" this that, like this they 

always praise and make you feel really good. So if you don't have a strong system of 

judgment then the king will be under all these weak ministers, because they are not, they 

don't have power, because the judgment is not going, so they don't have power either. And 

they'll be... Therefore work for their own selfish purposes and people who wanna get their 
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own things and they'll always be nice. Because you always have your ministers and you 

always have your... What you call it? Courtiers, people in the court who are involved, so 

they will always be trying to get their own facilities.  

 

READING FROM NITI 83): CRIMINALS KEEP THEMSELVES AWAY FROM CONSPIRACY AGAINST THE 

KING OUT OF FEAR OF PUNISHMENT.  

 

HH BVPS: So up to the criminals, they will take over everything. So it’s only because they'll 

be punished that they are careful about that. So anyone doing anything illegal is because... 

That they are afraid of it, it's because of punishment.  

 

READING FROM NITI 84): ONE CAN BE SAVED BY STRONG RULES.  
 

HH BVPS: So the rules are strong, means, strong means they are clear, doesn't mean that 

they are heavy, they are clear, they are defined. You read nowadays most resolutions, they 

are written in such a way that depending upon how... what political stands you want to 

take, you can interpret it that way. Does that make sense? They leave that room that, 

"Well, but if this goes wrong, then we can interpret it this way." The point is is, strong rules 

means they are very clear. You do this, this is the benefit, you do this, this is the loss. It's 

well defined, in other words, the rule is very well defined, very clear in its application. 

Otherwise, the less clear it is, then the more problem it is. Like you have, you know, in the 

American Constitution, freedom of speech. So what does that mean? So previously, the 

people who wrote it, it was that people wanted to speak about their religion or about their 

political understandings or like this, ways of life, it was something that had to do with 

human values, human values in the way of a specific religious lifestyle, religious, good 

lifestyle, because it would be is if someone spoke out then they felt that the government 

wasn't going properly, then they would be put in jail. So freedom of speech meant, you 

could express these things. But nowadays freedom of speech can mean anything, so it 

wasn't necessarily for anyone's benefit, these people who do music, they can say anything 

in their lyrics, and that's freedom of speech, so it's not a clear rule. The more people who 

are religious and founded in a structured society, freedom of speech is more clear. But 

as that society doesn't have so many boundaries any more, it's not a strong ruling any 

more. So then they have to make, either have to make judgments on it or amendments 

on it, or these different things like that. So that's the idea is that even though you have 

such a, in one sense, a very strong system, very well-thought out system, the difficulty is 

is that it is strong in that environment. Change the environment, it's not strong anymore. 

Do you understand? So that's the importance of the Vedic rules, because they are based 

on laws of nature, laws of nature are always there, that means, it was good a thousand 

years ago, it's good today, it will be good after another thousand years. So when 

something is strong, means, it will be properly based in scripture, it will be clear, it will be 

exact.  

 At the same time is, what's clear and exact is the principle of it why it's there. Does 

that make sense? Just like when you are doing a resolution now, then you have to have 

this whole "Whereas this and this and this, and whereas that and that and that, then we 

want this." And then all there'll be is a resolution, but the problem is is, the people who 

will apply that resolution don't know all the "whereas", so they don't know the reason for 

it, so how do you interpret it? So that's the point, the Vedic rule, it has to be clear, exact 

and that, its exactness means, it's exactness to understand its purpose. Then someone, an 



 
8 

 

administrator can apply it, because detail will always change, but principle will always 

remain. Does that make sense? 

 Prabhu: When we have the ISKCON laws, made by the GBC, by which way we can 

take these laws, under the power of GBC or we can accept other teaching of Prabhupada 

and his... 

 

HH BVPS: The point is is, the power of the GBC should be under the direction of Srila 

Prabhupada, otherwise, it doesn't have any meaning. You know, just like a Guru doesn't 

have any meaning if what he is speaking is not according to Srila Prabhupada. It doesn't 

have any meaning. Any preacher, anybody. So as they are in line, that has the meaning. 

So the GBC has its power because it's in line with Prabhupada's teachings. But within the 

society there is that has been established by Prabhupada, that's the hierarchy. So what the 

GBC establishes, that's what everybody does. So it's their business to see that what they're 

establishing is according to Prabhupada's teachings. Not that this "bending the rules". 

Bending the rules means, they actually don't know what the rule is. Rules don't need to 

be bent. Rules have different ways of applying them for different time, place and 

circumstance. So if you are even using the term "bend the rule," means, you actually don't 

even know what the rule is. You know what I am saying? Does that make sense? You know, 

it's just like... Okay, here in the temple, for this program here, there is a breakfast and there 

is a lunch, right? So, that's actually the rule. And then they want to do something nice for 

who is visiting, right? So therefore they'll try to create variety. So that's the rule, there'll 

be breakfast and lunch, there will be variety. Therefore then each day it's a different kind 

of cooking, different kind of... right? But what happens is is that people who don't 

understand this, then take it that, "Okay, means, they had on whatever it is, on Monday 

they had local cuisine and all that, so that means every Monday has to be like that, and 

so... But we wanna bend, doesn't have to be Finnish, could have been Swedish or what 

about Estonian? Like this and that, does it have to be from Helsinki? What about what they 

eat in Lapland? I mean, it's like, everyone likes Santa, maybe people would like to eat his 

food? But at the same time, the reindeers are cute also, so we are not gonna eat Tundra, 

so..." Do you understand? They are missing the point. Rules don't need, Vedic rules don't 

need to be bent, they need to be properly applied to time, place and circumstance, so you 

have to know what the principle is. You know the principle, then you could understand how 

to apply it. But with training then you see the broadness. Like the point is being made, but 

it's being made from so many angles to make sure that you understand all angles of how 

to apply justice. Because otherwise it's just says, "Without justice the king won't function 

properly." But then we bring out, wealth won't come, citizens won't be there, criminals will 

come up, conspiracies will happen, you know, the government will become weak, the king 

will become weak. So, all these different things are, all these angles. Then when you see 

the principle, then you see which one is it applying to. Okay, in this case of applying this 

principle it applies to the king, in this case it applies to the citizens, in this case it applies 

to the ministers. Does that make sense? So, that's why there is training.  

 In other words, brahmanas and kshatriyas basically learn the majority of their 

occupation in the school. Brahmanas basically everything, kshatriyas most of it. Vaishyas, 

they learn character and how to be part of the culture, but business you learn from a 

businessman. And then the practical parts of government, then the kshatriya learns that, 

he learns dealing with the army and that from the generals, how to deal with the treasury 

from the ministers in charge of that. So like that, after he finishes Gurukula, he'll get trained 

by these, by the people who are doing it. It's a practical point, he is trained by those who 
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are practically doing it. At the same time he is always under the care of the Raja-guru. But 

the brahmana, whatever he does in the Gurukula, that's what brahmanas do. So his 

complete education, both theoretical and practical is in the Gurukula, while for the 

kshatriyas all the theory is in the school and personal practice, but as far as running the 

government then that's learned under those who are actually doing it. Like that, that's the 

difference. Modern is, you learn that in school also, but it doesn't really work. 

 

READING FROM NITI 85): A KING'S SECURITY GUARANTEES THE SECURITY OF THE PEOPLE. 
 

HH BVPS: So in this, if he is coming from here, means this can be a general rule, means 

if the king is protected then everything works. Just like in Manu it will be mentioned that 

there is seven limbs of the kingdom. So you have the king, you have his ministers, you have 

his... Means, the king, the prime minister, the ministers, you’ll have the treasury, you'll have 

the army, you have all these different things, so now all of them are important, to run a 

kingdom you have to have them all, but there is a hierarchy. So if nothing else, even if 

he loses everything, if the king himself is saved, he can start the kingdom again. But if you 

lose the king, everything is lost. So therefore king's security guarantees the security of the 

people, but in this case we are showing that he is strong by his character, knowing how 

to deal in the political field, so he is not in a weak position. He doesn't allow his senses 

to make him weak, he doesn't allow his lack of judgment and law and justice to make him 

weak. So he has to see these things. He is administrating properly, he is dealing with justice 

properly, he is controlling his own life and his own sadhana properly. He is dealing with 

other areas or other administrators properly. Then it becomes... Then he is strong. 

 

READING FROM NITI 86): A MAN'S PROSPERITY AND ANNIHILATION ARE UNDER HIS CONTROL.  
 

HH BVPS: So in other words, an individual's benefit and loss is under his own control. You 

act in one way, you benefit, you act in another way, you lose.  

 

READING FROM NITI 87): THE RULES SHOULD BE APPLIED WISELY.  

 

HH BVPS: They should not just be applied across the board. Like that. Means, they have 

to be applied according to the individual. Manu will explain that according to the nature 

of the person, the qualities of the person, then knowledge of the person, what is done in 

what situation, then you'll apply it. But to do something just across the board, then you 

will lose with time. Because everybody is an individual, the situations are individual, and 

if it's just a blanket rule then how do you distinguish between something that's worse and 

something that's less worse? Does that make sense? 

 

READING FROM NITI 88): ONE SHOULD NOT THINK A KING TO BE WEAK, SO TO DISOBEY HIM.  
 

HH BVPS: In other words, you should not think the king is weak, therefore you can disobey 

him. You shouldn't think, "Oh, he is weak now, I don't have to follow." No, kings should be 

followed, because he may be weak today, tomorrow he won't be, then you'll be in trouble. 

Besides that is, one has one's duties anyway. One does what one... It's just like this. Let's 

say the temple president is not acting properly. But if the devotees under him act properly, 

they'll get the benefit, he won't. Like that. Does that make sense? They say, "Oh, we are 

doing this festival over here and it will be big and all that," and he says, "No, we should 
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go there for Sankirtan." And you go there and it's terrible. But the point is is, you followed 

authority, you did Sankirtan, you'll get the benefit. The temple president is the one who 

won't get the benefit. Does that make sense? So if it's within the rules and it's following, 

then that's there. But if it's not within the rules, you are not obliged to follow it. Like 

Prabhupada... Bali Mardana in New York, you know, he had this whole thing going on that 

he had married daughter of... I forget who it was...  

 Prabhu: Toyota. 

 

HH BVPS: Toyota, yes something like that... And then when Prabhupada got there, found 

out she was just not on that level, she was something off the street. So then Prabhupada 

commented that he fooled the devotees in New York, but he never would have been able 

to fool the devotees in Mayapur. Because [laughter] you have to get right there, because 

you are in India. You make a mistake, you have a problem, you could be... Like that. So 

in other words, if it's, if it's, if what you are being told is within the rules of Krishna 

consciousness, that's followed. You know, there is some way that it could be applied and 

that's okay, you'll get the benefit. The person who is giving the direction, they are the ones 

who will lose. If what they are telling you is against the principle of Krishna consciousness, 

then that's a matter of discussion whether you wanna follow or not. Or if you follow simply 

because this is what the authority says, then you'll still be all right. Like Yudhisthira 

Maharaja followed what Dhritarastra said for the gambling match, it was wrong, but he was 

still following authority out of respect of authority, not out of weakness, out of respect of 

authority. So does this make sense? It's a fine point, but you have to be very careful. So 

therefore if one is following the ISKCON authority, no matter what's going on in that 

authority, one will do nicely in Krishna consciousness. One doesn't have to worry, because 

it's a spiritual movement, like that. Materially it may not go well, but spiritually you'll do 

fine. Since the idea is go back to Godhead, then there is no real loss.  Does that make 

sense? But the point is is that the leaders are supposed to see that everything is going 

nicely, so that everybody can develop properly.  

 

READING FROM NITI 89): FIRE SHOULD NEVER BE TAKEN AS WEAK. 
 

HH BVPS: So in other words, the kings should never be taken as weak. You shouldn't... 

Prabhupada said, fire, debt and disease you should always take care of. Because they can 

grow and you don't know what will happen. So fire seems small, it's no big deal, but in 

a moment it can become big, so same with kings. They seem small, but in a moment... 

 

READING FROM NITI 90): THE ADMINISTRATOR ABILITY OF A KING IS PROJECTED BY HIS POWER TO 

PUNISH.  
 

HH BVPS: So this is administrative ability. One sees his power by how he is able to correct 

the situation. If he can correct the situation, then his administration is strong. He is not 

able to correct the situation, his administration is weak.  

 

READING FROM NITI 91): THE PROSPERITY OF A KINGDOM DEPENDS ON THE CHARACTER OF THE 

KING. 
 

HH BVPS: So now, his... Because punishment, if it's done right, it gets benefit. If it's done 

wrong, it creates destruction. So if the king has character, then the kingdom will go nicely. 
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So even though now they've talk about wealth, power, all these other aspects, it comes 

down to the character of the king. So it's a matter of character. So that has to be there. 

 

READING FROM NITI 92): THE WEALTH OF THE KINGDOM DEPENDS ON DUTIFULNESS, RELIGIOSITY 

AND ACTION OF ITS SUBJECTS.  
 

HH BVPS: So, dutifulness means, everybody is following their duty, the duties are based on 

religiosity, not on some modern nonsense, and the subjects who, in other words, the 

people are involved in performing those activities. Because dutifulness, you may have the 

mood of dutifulness, but you are doing nothing. We may be dutiful, it's not based on 

religion. Or you may be religious, but you are not doing anything. You know what I am 

saying? Or the action may be dutiful, but it's not religious, do you understand? So you 

wanna get all these, means everybody knows their duties, they are performing their duties, 

that duty is based on religion or on the eternal principles and everybody is active in 

performing their duties. Then there'll be prosperity, because from dharma comes artha. But 

dharma means, it's not just it's a rule, it's not just a mood, there is a mood and there is 

action. There is rules, there is a mood, and there is action, so all that's there. When that 

is there, then religiosity is complete, then you'll have artha. Artha doesn't happen on its 

own. When there is dharma, is performed, there is artha. 

 

READING FROM NITI 93): THE WEALTH KEEPS ONE ACTIVE.  
 

HH BVPS: So to take care of money, to deal with money, to get money, it keeps one active. 

So it's an active principle. Because the power you can sometimes apply or not, right? 

Kshatriyas may have big armies, but it's not necessarily they are always fighting, or always 

doing... But wealth always keeps one busy. You always have to manage the wealth, see that 

it's coming in, seeing that it's going out properly, seeing that's being protected, that it's 

coming from correct sources, what sources are used for what? Just like good money is 

used in one way, bad money is used in another way. When it's regular taxes and fines and 

all that, they go into a treasury in one way, but if it's a fine or any wealth that comes from 

sinful activities, that's put in another treasury, a separate treasury. And that will not be 

used for the kingdom that will be used for... That will be given to very powerful brahmanas, 

or it will be thrown into water, because Varuna is considered to be the king of kings, so 

he can handle it. But otherwise, let's say, you got to do a... Like Prabhupada was in Kenya, 

and in Kenya there is this one family there, extremely wealthy, they run a big alcohol... They 

produce alcohol, and so naturally it's a popular thing, so extremely wealthy. So I think 

Prabhupada stayed with them for a couple of days or a day or something, they gave quite 

a large donation. But Prabhupada didn't, as would much of the time do, he would  put 

it into account they would use for travelling, to use for other projects as he would go 

around, like the MVT and that was from the money that Prabhupada had in his account. 

But this, he just took and put it in the donation box for the Deity, because it's bad money, 

so you can only use it for the Deities, like that. Does that make sense? So you have to 

also be careful of what your money comes from. So it keeps one active to be able to 

discern all these things what to do with it.  

 

READING FROM NITI 94): WITH WEALTH AT HAND, WORKS ARE COMPLETED EASILY. 
 

HH BVPS: Right, so, if you have wealth, you can start a work, you can continue it, see it 
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finished. If you don't have wealth, it's very hard, right? Hard to build a temple when you 

don't have money, or hard to complete your temple when you only have half the money, 

right? So therefore if you have wealth... That's why it mentioned before, one should always 

be striving for wealth, because then when you do have a project, a good project to expand 

Krishna consciousness or that, you have the money. So wealth is not meant to hoard, 

wealth is meant to use, but you should be seeing that it's there. Or even if you are taking 

in devotional... Means, if that devotional wealth is there, then you can also do very nice 

devotional programs, right? Or you have knowledge, then you can do things like that. Does 

that make sense?  

 

READING FROM NITI 95): THE WORK IS COMPLETED WHEN DONE SCIENTIFICALLY, UNDER A 

PLANNING. 
 

HH BVPS: So means, work, you have something you wanna get done, it has a plan and 

it's done in a very logical way, what will actually be most efficient. Just to kind-of hastily 

do things, "Oh, it doesn't matter... Kind-of have to do," this that, it becomes very difficult, 

scientifically. 

 

READING FROM NITI 96): WORK IS ABANDONED UNFINISHED WHEN STARTED WITHOUT PLANNING.  
 

HH BVPS: So if there is no plan, then you go ahead, and then you run into an obstacle, 

then you have to stop and think about it, but then the problem comes is that it may have 

been so developed, that so much money has been put in, to actually correct it, you have 

to... It will take so much more, it would be cheaper to start something new. Yes? 

 Prabhu: Maharaja how about, for example, if we want to cultivate some group of 

people, but then you don't yet know the field, or... 

 

HH BVPS: Cultivate, but what field don't you know? 

 Prabhu: Like how they can be helpful and... 

 

HH BVPS: Okay, but the point is is, do you know how to be nice to people? 

 Prabhu: Yes. 

 

HH BVPS: So that you know, that field, so you work in that field. So you go to them, take 

them prasad, sit, discuss Krishna consciousness, be nice, invite them to the temple, like 

that. Do you understand? So that way then you cultivate. So even if you don't know how 

to raise money or this and that, if you cultivate them, they know money, they will figure 

it out for you, if you never... If you figure it out, nice, if you don't they'll figure it out, 

because they like you, they like the temple, they like what you are doing and that's all you 

are dealing with, because you don't know how to deal with money on that kind-of level, 

they know how to deal, they'll do it. Do you understand? Why is the temple being built in 

Mayapur? Because all the different temples in ISKCON have gotten together and pledged 

so much money and it's going on? No, because somebody with money likes the project 

and is giving money, right? Does that make sense? And he knows how to collect money, 

he has money, he'll go to other people with money and get them to give for the balance, 

right? He is giving half as one person and then everybody else will give the other half. Does 

that make sense?  

 So you simply have to cultivate them, you don't necessarily have to know how to 
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collect, you just have to know how to cultivate them. It may seem slow in the beginning, 

but in the long run it's much... I've noticed, at least in India, the biggest collectors are the 

ones who basically cultivate people, rather than collect from people. There are a few that 

are... Generally there are those, the big collectors know you have to cultivate. But you can 

tell the difference between the people they cultivate from. The one who cultivates the 

people and therefore they give money, you generally see, they are like devotees, you know, 

they chant, they come to the temple, they have a devotional mood. The other one who 

cultivates donors, then they generally come to the temple with... Generally they own the 

place, they are the donors, they are the big guys. At least in India it's easy to see, I don't 

know about over here. Does that make sense? Yeah? So, you know how to cultivate, so 

you know that field, if you don't know the other field, don't worry about it, you find people 

who will know that field, or, if you have the ability, educate yourself in that field. And if 

it works, then you are doing it correct, if it doesn't work, adjust till it does. 

 

READING FROM NITI 97): PLANNING AND WORK CULTURE ARE STRONG HELPING AIDS. 
 

HH BVPS: So, in other words, you have to plan, you have to have a plan, because the plan 

has to also fit in with all other plans, it can't just be something on its own. And work culture 

means, the ethic of being able to work, right? You are not lazy, so work culture means you 

have a good... You are willing to be active, willing to be involved, willing to put in your 

energy and time, so if you are willing to work and you have a plan, then things will work 

nicely. If you don't, it will be a lot more difficult. 

  

READING FROM NITI 98): A WORK WITH ALL ITS FEATURES KNOWN BECOMES A GOAL. 
 

HH BVPS: So when you have a work and everything about it you understand, then it's a 

goal. Before that, then you just... It's still just a field. In other words, "I'm dealing with this, 

we want a temple, okay. So then we have this and that... “So it's just a nice idea, it's not 

a goal yet. But when you know everything about it, "Okay, it will cost this much, we have 

to get this permission from the government, we can build this kind of facility, we need this 

and this and that," then once you know everything about it, there is a plan like that, then 

it's a goal, because a goal is something you can work towards, but if there is no plan, it's 

not a goal. It's still just discussion. Does that make sense? Yeah? 

 

READING FROM NITI 99): FAITH FOLLOWS ACTION. 
 

HH BVPS: In other words we think "Oh, it's faith, what can I do?" No, that's... Point is is 

faith follows action. You've done the action, therefore there is faith. Then in that faith what 

you do, your action, determines the next faith. So action is first, then faith. You decided 

to leave Krishna, then the result is you are here. Not you are here and then because you 

are here you thought, "Wow, this is nice!" No, you leave, you decide to go, then you are 

here. You act properly, you get out of here, you don't, you stay here. Does that make 

sense? See, if you do something today, the result comes tomorrow, not that result comes 

first, then you do the action, right? I am so hungry and then suddenly I become full, right? 

And then I sit down and eat. No, I eat, therefore I am full. 

 

READING FROM NITI 100): A WORK DONE WELL UNDER A PLAN YIELDS GOOD RESULTS, EVEN 

THOUGH THE FAITH IS IN ITS OPPOSITION. 
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HH BVPS: Because the faith is the situation, remember. So if you have a good plan and 

you work well, even if the situation is not favorable, you can give good result. Because 

remember, work determines the environment. So if the environment is not good, by good 

work you can change the environment. Does that make sense? So whatever it is. So the 

plan has to do everything. So let's say, government is not favorable, so then part of your 

plan has to be how to make the government favorable. You wanna build the temple, but 

you have to make the government favorable first, so you work on that. At the same time 

is, you have your plans how the temple will be accomplished, because if they do give 

permission, then you have to be able to build, so that requires a plan, money, manpower, 

everything like that. 

 

READING FROM NITI 101): A RESTLESS MIND KNOWS NO ETIQUETTE. 
 

HH BVPS: So one is able only to follow etiquette or proper lifestyle if the mind is not 

restless. If the mind is restless then one's behavior will not be good. 

 

READING FROM NITI 102): AFTER A GOOD DEAL OF DELIBERATION AND DETERMINATION, ONE 

SHOULD START A WORK. 
 

HH BVPS: Okay, now, this is in the middle, so the point is is your etiquette here will be 

your work, your plan how you are personally going to deal. If you don't deal properly, you 

can't get anything done, as it mentioned before, a king with no character won't be able 

to accomplish anything. So again here, they are bringing out the point of the mind. Your 

plan is gonna work because it's focused, if the mind is restless, it won't be focused, there 

will be no plan, there will be no work. 

 

READING FROM NITI 102): AFTER A GOOD DEAL OF DELIBERATION AND DETERMINATION, ONE 

SHOULD START A WORK. 
 

HH BVPS: In other words, one should be very... How you say? Convinced of the plan, how 

it's going to work and everything, so that will be... Then one can be determined. Because 

determination means, there is focus, without focus there will be no proper endeavor, so 

to have focus, then you have to know who you are and what is all the different elements 

of the plan. So when all the plan is in place, then you have determination that I can do 

this. Then you will be able to work. But if you have a plan and you are not convinced, you 

won't be able to work, there will be no determination. So that's why deliberation and 

determination. Otherwise, it's just there is talk, but where is the determination? Because 

determination means to carry it out to fruition. So that's your also weakness in the 

committee is that they may have deliberation, but where is the determination? They may 

have, "Okay, this is what we want," but determination must include... Determination means 

action. So if in deliberating it there is no action, it won't come to effect. So that's the 

problem, so that's why you see here, a king gets something done. So a committee that's 

made up of a group of kings, that will mean something, or a group of brahmanas who they 

will effect it in their area, in other words, you have to have people who are going to do 

something, not people who have nothing to do with anything, they are gonna make the 

decision.  

 You know, it's like, let's say you have a temple council, let's say, you have the 
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temple president, you have the head Pujari, you have the Sankirtana leader... Jaya, 

Gaura-Nitai ki jaya! You know, you have all the heads of all the departments, they can 

meet, because now they are gonna discuss something, but they have to discuss it in terms 

of the temple, how it's going to function, how it's going to run? Now, when it will get 

effected, who is gonna do it? All those people in the committee. Those things that have 

to do with the Deities, the head Pujari will do, those with Sankirtana, they'll do, things with 

the other devotees, the temple commander will do, those things with the accounts or that, 

the treasurer or the secretary, they'll do. But if you have a group of people, they are not 

connected with what's there, it's just people from the community who feel insecure about 

having somebody having some power, so they want in on it, so they wanna be there to 

control to make sure nothing goes wrong the way they want, but after the meeting is 

finished, who is gonna get it done? Nobody, so therefore there is no power. So there is 

no determination, because no one will get it done. I mean, of course, they want the temple 

president to do it, but what's the authority?  

 

READING FROM NITI 103): DO NOT DELAY A WORK AFTER STARTING IT. 
 

HH BVPS: Means, in other words, you start something, continue it till it's finished. 

Otherwise, if you don't when it stops then to restart it or other things, it gets changed and 

so many other ideas come up, your mind goes to something else, your determination is 

somewhere else, that work will not get done. So in other words, start a work, when you 

can finish it. If you can't finish it, don't start it. Unless it's something that's ongoing. But 

the point is is, it's, it's... If there is a delay there is always a possibility... Like you have this 

thing I think it was in... What you call it? You know, you had someone to start the temple 

and they'll do the superstructure, and then that sits there for ten years, and then finally 

they finish. Okay, if it's just a matter of same plan and all that, but problem is is, 

in-between everybody else comes up with different plans, they wanna change it, knock it 

down, do this and that, and then everyone is a big... Does it make sense? So you try to 

do something when it can be taken straight through. But if it's something that's just one 

step after another, you do step one, so then you see that that work is finishing step 1. 

Don't say, "Okay, we are gonna do the temple, but we only have half the money." Yes, we'll 

do the temple, but what we are gonna do now is what we can build with half the money, 

then it's complete. Because if you complete something, then there is the inspiration to do 

the next part. But if you don't complete something, there is no inspiration, because you 

have to remember is, one is dealing with the mind. The mind is controlled, but still you 

are dealing with the mind. So mind must have that focus, that determination, that desire, 

that need. 

 

READING FROM NITI 104): A RESTLESS PERSON FAILS TO FINISH A WORK. 
 

HH BVPS: Because if they can't be focused, they can't be... They can't do the work, they 

won't finish the work.  

 

READING FROM NITI 105): ONE SHOULD UTILIZE EVERYTHING AVAILABLE IN ORDER TO FINISH A 

WORK. 
 

HH BVPS: In other words, what you have, that's what you use. So in other words, everything 

that can be used, will be used, but remember that you are using it according to what is 
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appropriate, what's the religious principles. So don't use something that shouldn't be used, 

you know what I am saying? In other words, does that make sense? In other words, 

everything should be done according to its proper nature. 

 

READING FROM NITI 106): IT'S DIFFICULT TO GET A MAN FREE OF WEAKNESS AND A WORK FREE OF 

MISTAKES. 

 

HH BVPS: So, if someone is weak, it's very difficult to get them free from that. Or work free 

from mistakes, so one does one's best. In other words, what can be accomplished, that 

one will be done in a determined way, it will be without mistakes. So the better the plan, 

the better the training, the better the understanding, then the better it will work.  

 

READING FROM NITI 107): ONE SHOULD NOT START A WORK WHICH CANNOT BE FINISHED. 
 

HH BVPS: So what can't be finished, don't even start, use your resources somewhere else, 

your time, your energy and everything like that. So if you can't see how it can be finished 

now, don't start it.  

 

READING FROM NITI 108): THE MAN WHO KNOWS THE RIGHT TIME, SUCCEEDS IN HIS WORK. 
 

HH BVPS: Because it's timing. You do something at the right time, it works. You wait, then 

it doesn't. Or you start too early, it won't work either. So the right time is one of the things 

that have to be done.  

 

READING FROM NITI 109): THE TIME ITSELF DESTROYS THE WORK WHEN THE TIME OF THE WORK IS 

OVER. 
 

HH BVPS: If you are supposed to do something in 6 months, then things change, you don't 

do it in 6 months, then time itself will change, the environment, it won't get done. So in 

other words, one has to see the time factor.  

 

READING FROM NITI 110): ONE SHOULD NEVER DELAY IN A FIXED DUTY. 
 

HH BVPS: Something that is supposed to be done as a regular thing, whatever it is, daily 

or occasionally, but that's fixed, that should be done, you should never delay in that. 

Means, a work that's not fixed, that you have to start, then that's something that you plan 

and you make sure you are ready, then you start it. But something that's already fixed, 

you know, like you do the morning offering, you don't delay in that, that happens at that 

time. But now, making a discussion on, okay, we wanna start a temple, so what kind of 

Deity worship, how many offerings, what we are gonna... Then you make your plan and 

when it's clear then you do it. But once it's been established, then you don't delay in it, 

it's just done. 

 

READING FROM NITI 111): ONE SHOULD START A WORK AFTER CAREFULLY CONSIDERING TIME, 

PLACE AND SITUATION. 
 

HH BVPS: Because all that's there, otherwise it's mentioned, the time can destroy things, 

situation is faith, but if you have a good plan, you may be able to get over that. So, best 
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is pick a situation that is going to be easier. Does that make sense? And place, it should 

be the right place, if it's a wrong place, you want the temple in the middle of the road, 

may be hard, right? 

 

READING FROM NITI 112): WHEN THE FAITH OPPOSES AN EASY TASK BECOMES UNACHIEVABLE. 
 

HH BVPS: So he is saying here is that the... How you say? You have... Because both, means 

here he is saying when faith opposes, an easy task becomes unachievable, becomes very 

difficult, because of the situation that is generated. At the same time is, if there is a good 

plan and that, then one can still deal with the faith, but one weights that, that's the 

meaning of time, place and circumstance. If the situation, the faith element is so strong 

against it, then better not to. If it's mild, a good plan can overcome it, but your plan has 

to include, how it's gonna overcome. Or, if everything is going nice, you start it and then 

something comes along, then still your plan if it's a good plan, it should be able to deal 

with that. Or your plan should include being able to adjust for those situations.  

 

READING FROM NITI 113): TO MAKE CONSCIOUS EFFORT IS THE FIRST DUTY OF A WISE MAN. 
 

HH BVPS: So in other words, one is consciously doing something, not just by feeling. Dogs 

do by feeling, animals do by feeling, man is conscious. So you are conscious, so therefore 

being conscious you see, okay, "What is conscious of God? What's the rule? What does 

the shastras say? How is God involved in this? How to do it for His pleasure? How to be 

freed from karma and jnana?" So it all takes consciousness. To do a material work properly 

takes consciousness, to act on the level of pure devotion takes consciousness. So without 

consciousness then nothing happens. So remember, this text is for how to get something 

done, that's what artha means, how to accomplish something.  

 

READING FROM NITI 114): HE GETS SUCCESS WHO DOES A WORK AFTER CAREFULLY EXAMINING 

EVERYTHING. 
 

HH BVPS:  So having seen every aspect of the field and considering it, then he'll get 

success. But if you only consider part of them, then at some point they'll come up, because 

they are part of the field, so when they come up, he has no answer, so then that will be 

an obstacle, there'll be a delay. 

 

READING FROM NITI 115): THE KING SHOULD ACQUIRE WEALTH WITH EVERY MEANS AT HIS 

CONTROL. 
 

HH BVPS: In other words, whatever is ways he can get according to his ability and the 

situation then he should use those. In other words, if there is an opportunity to generate 

wealth, he should take advantage of it. Not that "business rules", no. Means, you need 

wealth for getting things done. Remember, it's been talking about not having money, but 

using money. Does that make sense? Businessman, he is looking at creating money, that's 

the goal. For the king, the goal is using money, spending it, you can only spend it if you 

have it. Does that make sense? Brahmanas don't really get involved in money. Kshatriyas 

spend money, vaishyas make money. Yes? 

 Prabhu: Does it would mean that  [indistinct 01:07:48] money? 
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HH BVPS: Yes, he has to figure out how he'll get it. So in other words, if there is an 

opportunity, he takes advantage of it. He doesn't think, "Well, I am not a businessman, so 

we don't worry about it." No, he has things to spend money on, so therefore he will take 

advantage of it. But it doesn't mean that he takes advantage of things that shouldn't be 

used for money. Does that make sense? He doesn't do that. 

 

READING FROM NITI 116): GODDESS LAKSHMI ABANDONS THEM WHO START A WORK WITHOUT 

EXAMINING THE OPPORTUNITIES.  
 

HH BVPS: So you start a work without observing what you could do with it. Means, what 

will facilitate, where you'll get, so she goes away, so then... Yeah. Yes? 

 Prabhu: It means that it is not better, for example to be planning something for a 

little longer time that you can see everything than do... 

 

HH BVPS: Yes, but... Yeah. Better to have a better plan that takes a little longer to start 

than a hurried one that is incomplete. But at the same time is, as mentioned before, one 

should not delay a work after starting it, or you should not not do a work. Means, you have 

to be active. Means, wealth only comes when work is done. You don't do work, Lakshmi 

will leave. So in other words, you have to be endeavoring. So if instead of taking three 

months, it takes six months for a plan, better to take six months, if it's more complete, 

because then it will run smoothly. Otherwise, three months it will go and then you have 

to have all these meetings to try to figure out what to do with... Like that. So in other 

words, it's a balance. It's not too quick, but it's not delayed.  

 

READING FROM NITI 117): ONE SHOULD USE HIS MENTAL AGILITY, EXPERIENCES AND THE POWER 

TO THINK TO KNOW HOW A WORK CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED. 
 

HH BVPS: So in other words, he has his own experience, so he can call on that. Then he 

has what ways he can look at it, because it's, you can think about something that will be 

in a logical sequence. But here "mental agility" means different ways of looking at it. What 

are your different opportunities or ways of doing? Does that make sense? So in other 

words, means, you are going to... You wanna look at something, you wanna look at it 

logically, but you also wanna look at it from fresh angles. That's why when you have a... 

That's why it mentioned before, the king will keep, he will when having a meeting, he will 

hear all the different opinions, even if the opinions are opposing, because there might be 

something valuable there in a fresh way of looking at it. But it's not that his opposing 

opinion becomes the standard, no, it's used as a resource. Does that make sense? That's 

the meaning of "inspired", inspired means, you think of so many different ways it could be 

done and then you pick what will actually work for the time, place and circumstance, 

because there is so many  options, but which one will actually work, that's the one you 

do. 

 

READING FROM NITI 118): ONE SHOULD BE ASKED TO PERFORM SUCH DUTIES IN WHICH HE IS AN 

EXPERT. 
 

HH BVPS: In other words, people should only be engaged in those things that they are 

expert at, one should only ask to be engaged in those things you are expert at, in other 

words, don't ask to be engaged in things you can't do. In other words, don't be a temple 
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president if you can't be one, don't be a GBC if you can't be one, don't be a head Pujari 

if you can't be one. What you know, that's what you do. 

 

READING FROM NITI 119): BY ADOPTING AND APPLYING PROPER WAYS AND MEANS, A DIFFICULT 

TASK CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED EASILY. 
 

HH BVPS: So any task can be difficult, but if you have the proper ways and means, then 

it will be easy. We are sitting here scratching our heads about building an extension on 

the house or something like that, because our experience, our money, all that's there. But 

some people, they build huge housing communities all at once, hundreds or thousands of 

people can live in it. And for them, it's just as difficult for them as you building the garage, 

in fact, it might even be easier. So the point is is, if you have the ways and means, then 

a difficult task becomes easy. So that's why you should know, you should plan, you should 

consult, have the wealth to do it. Then it goes nicely. 

 

READING FROM NITI 120): ONE SHOULD NOT ATTACH GREAT IMPORTANCE TO A WORK  

ACCOMPLISHED BY AN IGNORANT MAN. 

 

HH BVPS: So someone who is ignorant, then if they do something, even if it's special, it 

doesn't really matter. So the guy is really... He has some understanding, but he is ignorant 

of God consciousness or this or that, so one may not put too much importance on it. Or, 

it may be that, okay, spiritual we don't put much, but maybe he has knowledge materially, 

so then he has knowledge, then that will be taken. Somebody who just talks, who cares? 

Anybody can talk. That's the whole point, if somebody is just talking, then you pull them 

up on that, you ask them to explain what they are talking about. Then you will find out 

if they are actually intelligent or not. Because if they are ignorant, they won't be able to 

explain it. If they are not ignorant, they will be able to explain it, just maybe they hadn't 

thought about it, it wasn't a well thought-out point or plan, but they'll be able to think it 

out, because they are educated.  

 

READING FROM NITI 121): WHEN A WOODWORM CHANGES THE FACE OF A PLANK, IT CANNOT BE 

TAKEN AS GREAT ART. 
 

HH BVPS: In other words, you know woodworms? They get into wood and they eat their 

way through and all that, so it makes all these lines, so that's not considered art, like that. 

So it may be artistic, but it's still not great art, because they didn't know what they were 

creating. So there is no... The consciousness of the greater is not there. So someone may 

be doing something, but he won't be considered great. In other words, what is this? Not 

Bart, can’t remember the father, Mr. Simpson, he is not considered as great even though 

he somehow or another does amazing things... 

 Prabhu: Homer. 

 

HH BVPS: Homer, yes, he is not great. Or you could also probably take that French 

detective, the Pink Panther, yeah, he is not great, because he is ignorant, it just happens. 

Does that make sense? So one has to be very, very careful that just because something 

happened, if the person is ignorant of how it happened, they can't... It can't be considered 

great, so their babblings will not be considered proper. 
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READING FROM NITI 122): ONE SHOULD DECLARE ONLY THAT WHICH HAS BEEN ACHIEVED. 
 

HH BVPS: In other words, as we mentioned before in the thing, what has been 

accomplished, you talk about that. Don't talk about things that you haven't done. Does that 

make sense? You can say, 'Yes, we are building a temple," so that's the overall, so they 

have an understanding. "And so far we have done the 1st floor and this and that, we put 

in this and now we can, we have facility for running the temple program and all this, but 

we still want to expand." But you don't talk about, "Yes, how on the second floor then there 

will be these nice little cute windows..." You don't talk about that. Talk about what you've 

done, because people can get a solid basis and you talk about what is relevant for the 

person you are talking to.  Okay, I guess the last one in this one is... 

 

READING FROM NITI 123): MANY WORKS REMAIN UNFINISHED BECAUSE OF FAITH, SITUATION, OR 

A SILLINESS STATE BY SOMEONE. 
 

HH BVPS: Right, so we already discussed before, faith, because it changes, so it becomes 

insurmountable, because it wasn't planned or something. The situation, somehow or 

another that changed and so then that becomes difficult, so therefore that's why in as 

quick as possible time you do it before the situation changed, or someone made a mistake. 

So these will be causes why something will remain unfinished, so one has to consider all 

those things. 

Okay, so we'll stop here for today, continue with the other tomorrow. 

  Prabhu: Maharaja, can I ask question? What's Canakya's position in our 

movement? 

 

HH BVPS: What is his position, Canakya? Prabhupada said, he is a great brahmana, he is 

very knowledgeable in his subject, so when it comes to artha, he knows what he is talking 

about. So there is... As far as all these self-help books, there is no one more authoritative 

than Canakya. Everybody else, if what they say is in line with what he says, then it becomes 

useful, and if it's not in line, who cares? It's just the writings of ignorant men. And they 

are not so ignorant, they made a lot of money off their books, but the people who read 

it, will get... Other than their pockets will be a little bit lightened, and they will have 

probably, because they have the book, there will be a little bit of extra spring in their step, 

because they are enthusiastic that now they'll become the world's greatest manager. But 

other than those benefits then they won't get any. So the man who wrote the book, he may 

be ignorant about how the world works, but he knows how to make money, so... 

Srila Prabhupada ki jaya! Samaveta Bhakta Vrinda ki jaya! Jaya Nitai-Gaura-Premanande 

Hari Haribol! 

  Prabhu: His Holiness Bhaktividya Purna Maharaja ki jaya! 
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